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The Ascension of Our Lord - Sunday, May 24th, 2020 – 9:00 am 

AS WE GATHER 

With the Ascension of Our Lord being forty days after His resurrection, Ascension Day always falls on a 

Thursday. Though we observe this amazing event only once a year, we reference it every Sunday in the 

Creed. Not only is it noted that Jesus ascended into heaven, but He sits at the right hand of the Father, 

whereby He sits in the place of authority over all creation. While the event of Jesus’ ascension was a 

one-time occurrence, His lordship and rule over creation is an ongoing activity. 

Ascension shouldn’t be overlooked. Ascension is a time of happy endings as Jesus concludes His earthly 

ministry and promises the Holy Spirit’s imminent arrival. Jesus sends His disciples to the ends of the 

earth as witnesses of His resurrection. He promises that He will always be with us even to the end of the 

age.  

Some of the most joyful of celebrations on earth are celebrations of homecoming.  When someone has 

been away from their home for an extended period and then comes back to their home, it is a cause for 

celebration.  As we celebrate the ascension of Jesus, our focus turns to the courts of heaven and to the 

great celebration that must have occurred there when Jesus returned from His life and ministry on the 

earth to Him once again being seated at the right hand of God the Father. Today is a day of great 

celebration as we see Jesus finally claim all victory and power as he Ascended back to his rightful place 

of authority in heaven. We anticipate our Christian journey as well as we await gathering once more in 

worship, and we await that Final Day when He will descend to us once again. 

 

Butterfly Release 

Pastor:  Today we release 12 “painted lady” butterflies, as the butterfly is one of the earliest Christian symbols 

of the Resurrected Christ, and reminds us of Christ’s Ascent to His heavenly throne. Just as a caterpillar must 

“die” to itself and enter its chrysalis and rise out of it later as a new living creation to take flight, so too Jesus 

ushers in a new life of love and forgiveness for all by his death, resurrection, and ascension, and we as 

Christians live as the same.  

The Ascension of Christ is celebrated throughout the Christian Church 40 days after Easter Sunday. Christians 

remember how for 40 days, Jesus appeared on Earth after his resurrection until his visible and bodily ascension 

into Heaven, which is recorded in Mark 16:19, Luke 24:50-53, and Acts 1:9. 

 

Pre-service Music                   “Splendor and Honor”   

Welcome & Invocation 

Opening Song                  “Crown Him with Many Crowns”     LSB 525 

Crown Him with many crowns,     Crown Him the Lord of life,  

The Lamb upon His throne,      Who triumphed o'er the grave,  

Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns    And rose victorious in the strife  

All music but its own.       For those He came to save.  

Awake, my soul, and sing      His glories now we sing,  

Of Him who died for thee,      Who died, and rose on high,  

And hail Him as thy matchless King     Who died, eternal life to bring,    

Through all eternity.       And lives that death may die.  

Crown Him the Lord of peace,  

Whose power a sceptre sways  

From pole to pole, that wars may cease,  
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And all be prayer and praise.  

His reign shall know no end,  

And round His pierced feet  

Fair flowers of paradise extend  

Their fragrance ever sweet.  

Crown Him the Lord of love;  

Behold His hands and side,  

Those wounds, yet visible above,  

In beauty glorified.  

All hail, Redeemer, hail!  

For thou hast died for me;  

Thy praise and glory shall not fail  

Throughout eternity. 

 

Call to Worship     Psalm 47 

Pastor:  Clap your hands, all you people... 

People: Shout to God with a loud song! 

Pastor:  Make music to praise God, Make music to praise our king! 

People: God rules the nations, He sits upon His Holy throne! 

Pastor:  God is the king of the whole earth, Make your best music for Him! 

People: The Earth belongs to God, He rules all things!  

Pastor:  Alleluia! Christ is risen and ascended! 

People: Christ is risen and ascended indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Confession and Forgiveness    

Pastor: Though Christ is ascended on high and is seated at the right hand of the Father, ruling and 

reigning over all creation, there have been times when we have lived as though we rule and 

reign over our own lives. We have lived as though Christ were too far away to matter. But our 

heavenly Father invites us to return to Him, confess our sins, and receive His forgiveness. 

Silence for meditation. 

 

Pastor:  Heavenly Father, 

People:           we confess to You that we are sinful and unclean. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so  

                        that we walk in Your perfect way and delight in Your perfect will. Amen. 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die and rise for you. Christ is ascended, and all 

things are under His feet, including sin, death, and the devil. On account of Christ’s saving work 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. We are forgiven and restored. 

Pastor:  Alleluia! Christ is risen and ascended! 

People: Christ is risen and ascended indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Prayer of the Day  

Pastor:  Gracious God, You are good to all and have compassion on all You have made. Grant that our 

eyes may be fixed on Jesus, whom You have exalted to the right hand of Your majesty as a good 
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King for all people, who lives and reigns in communion and love with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

First Reading                                                                                                                               Acts 1:1–11  

(Jesus ascends into heaven and promises the Holy Spirit.) 

 1In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2until the day 

when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 

chosen. 3To them he presented himself alive after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty 

days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

 4And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the 

promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

 6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to 

Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own 

authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9And when he had said these things, as 

they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10And while they were gazing 

into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 

stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as 

you saw him go into heaven.”  

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading                                                                                                                    Ephesians 1:15–23  

(Christ is risen and ascended. All things are under His feet.) 

15For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 16I do 

not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 17that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18having the eyes of 

your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of 

his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who 

believe, according to the working of his great might 20that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the 

dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and 

dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22And he put 

all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of 

him who fills all in all. 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Reading  Luke 24:44–53   

(Jesus is carried up into the heavens.) 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

44Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything 

written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened 
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their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer 

and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in 

his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And behold, I am 

sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on 

high.” 

 50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 51While he blessed 

them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him and returned to 

Jerusalem with great joy, 53and were continually in the temple blessing God. 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Extinguishing of the Paschal Candle 

Pastor:  The Paschal Candle is lit on Easter Vigil, and kept aflame each Sunday of Easter to proclaim the Risen 

Christ’s presence. When we extinguish it today, on Ascension Day it proclaims the finished work of salvation, 

and the ascension of the glorified Christ into heaven.  As He was taken into heaven in His physical body, we are 

reminded that we too will join Him in our physical bodies on the last day. 

 

Children’s Message      

“In Christ Alone" 

In Christ alone my hope is found,    In Christ alone! - who took on flesh, 

He is my light, my strength, my song    Fullness of God in helpless babe. 

This Cornerstone, this solid Ground    This gift of love and righteousness, 

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.  Scorned by the ones He came to save 

What heights of love, what depths of peace   Till on that cross as Jesus died,  

When fears are stilled, when strivings cease   The wrath of God was satisfied 

My Comforter, my All in All     For every sin on Him was laid 

Here in the love of Christ I stand.    Here in the death of Christ I live. 

There in the ground His body lay,    No guilt in life, no fear in death,   

Light of the world by darkness slain:    This is the power of Christ in me 

Then bursting forth in glorious day    From life's first cry to final breath, 

Up from the grave He rose again    Jesus commands my destiny 

And as He stands in victory     No power of hell, no scheme of man, 

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me,    Can ever pluck me from His hand 

For I am His and He is mine      Till He returns or calls me home 

Bought with the precious blood of Christ   Here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 

Chris Brunelle. © 2001. Thankyou Music(PRS) Keith Getty and Stuart Townend 

Apostles’ Creed 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

      And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The 

third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and 

the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen. 
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Sermon                                             “Never Again”                                                            Pastor Aaron Boerst 

 

Prayers of the Church     

Pastor: Dear heavenly Father, You sent Your Son into our world with a mission to seek and to save the 

lost. Thank You for His life, ministry, suffering, death, and resurrection. Most especially today we 

thank You for seating Him at Your right hand in His ascension. We thank You for we know that 

Christ is ascended. 

People: He rules and reigns in glory. 

Pastor: Lord, at the end of His earthly ministry, Jesus sent His disciples out to the ends of the earth with 

a mission to be witnesses of His resurrection. Strengthen us as we continue their faithful witness. 

Embolden all missionaries and evangelists by constantly opening a door for Your Word to be 

spoken. We ask this in faith for we know that Christ is ascended. 

People: He rules and reigns in glory. 

Pastor: Lord, thank You for sending the promised Holy Spirit to guide us in all of our ways. Conform our 

lives to the Word of God and transform us by the renewing of our minds. We ask this with 

boldness for we know that Christ is ascended. 

People: He rules and reigns in glory. 

Pastor: Lord, we live in a world with imperfect leaders, imperfect laws, and imperfect communities, but 

we know that all things are under Christ’s feet, and He has all power and authority. So we ask for 

You to send Your perfect wisdom to our elected and appointed officials, instill Your perfect 

justice in our lawyers and judges, and bring Your perfect hope to our communities. We ask this 

in hope for we know that Christ is ascended. 

People: He rules and reigns in glory. 

Pastor: Finally, Lord, we pray for those who are sick and recovering, those who are hospitalized and 

homebound. Strengthen them and give them patience in their afflictions. We ask this in love for 

we know that Christ is ascended. 

People: He is returning soon. Amen. 

 

Sharing Peace [Matthew 5:9; John 20:19, 26; 2 Corinthians 5:20] 

 

Lord’s Prayer  [Matthew 6:9–13] 

Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

Benediction [Numbers 6:24-26] 

Pastor:  The LORD bless you and keep you. 

             The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

              The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

“Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven”  
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Alleluia, alleluia!       Christ is risen, we are risen! 

Hearts to heaven and voices raise:     Shed upon us heavenly grace, 

sing to God a hymn of gladness,     rain and dew and gleams of glory 

sing to God a hymn of praise.     from the brightness of thy face; 

He, who on the cross a victim,     that we, with our hearts in heaven, 

for the world's salvation bled,     here on earth may fruitful be, 

Jesus Christ, the King of glory,     and by angel hands be gathered, 

now is risen from the dead.     and be ever, safe, with thee. 

 

Alleluia, alleluia!  

Glory be to God on high;  

Alleluia! to the Savior  

who has gained the victory;  

Alleluia! to the Spirit,  

fount of love and sanctity:  

Alleluia, alleluia!  

to the Triune Majesty. 

Tune Lux Eoi 

Postlude                  “ Go Out, Go Out” 

Chris Brunelle. Music and verses text ©2009, Curtis Stephan. Published by OCP 
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